


Welcome to the Gulf
 Coast Lifestyle
For many buyers from the Northeast, Midwest, and Canada, the dream of escaping harsh winters eventually becomes more 

than a passing thought. The snowbird lifestyle4spending winters in the sunshine while maintaining roots up north4has 

become one of the most appealing ways to enjoy retirement, remote flexibility, or simply a better quality of life during the colder 

months.

Located along the Gulf Coast between Sarasota and Fort Myers, Venice offers a rare combination of natural beauty, small-town 

charm, accessibility, and relaxed sophistication. Mornings begin with walks along the beach, afternoons might include golf or 

lunch downtown, and evenings often end with breathtaking sunsets over the Gulf of Mexico.

Unlike larger Florida destinations that can feel crowded or overly commercial, Venice has maintained a welcoming, laid-back 

atmosphere that seasonal residents immediately connect with It feels approachable. Comfortable. Easy to settle into.

This guide explores what makes Venice and the surrounding Gulf Coast region such an exceptional place to spend 

winters 4 from beaches and healthcare to taxes, weather, recreation, and nearby cultural destinations.
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Why Snowbirds Love Venice
A Town That Feels Like Home

Venice combines historic charm, carefully maintained landscaping, walkable downtown areas, and waterfront living in a way 

that feels intentional and inviting. Palm-lined streets, Mediterranean-inspired architecture, outdoor cafes, boutique shopping, 

and neighborhood parks create an atmosphere that feels more relaxed than many larger coastal markets.

Maintenance-Free Condos & 
Villas
Perfect for snowbirds who want to lock-

and-leave with ease. Golf community 

villas and waterfront condos keep 

upkeep simple.

Gated & Active Adult 
Communities
Resort-style neighborhoods with pools, 

pickleball, tennis, and packed social 

calendars designed for active seasonal 

residents.

Historic Island & Waterfront 
Homes
From historic island properties to new 

construction east of I-75, Venice offers 

lifestyle options for every seasonal 

buyer.

The Snowbird Community

Every year, thousands of residents return from New York, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 

Neighborhoods become vibrant and social 4 filled with pickleball leagues, farmers markets, golf outings, live music events, and 

boating excursions. Many buyers who initially purchase a winter property eventually decide to spend more time in Venice, or 

transition to full-time Florida residency altogether.
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The Beaches That Define the Venice Lifestyle
Unlike the Atlantic side of the state, Gulf beaches are known for calmer waters, softer waves, and 

spectacular sunsets. The Gulf Coast lifestyle revolves around outdoor living, and beaches become part 

of everyday life during winter months.

Venice Beach �

Located directly adjacent to downtown, Venice Beach is 

famous as the "Shark Tooth Capital of the World." Wide 

shorelines, a scenic boardwalk, volleyball courts, and 

nearby dining make it the area's signature gathering 

spot. Stunning Gulf sunsets are practically guaranteed 

nightly.

Caspersen Beach �

A more natural and secluded experience featuring 

nature trails, coastal vegetation, wildlife viewing, 

shelling, and fossil hunting. Ideal for residents who enjoy 

quieter waterfront settings and outdoor recreation away 

from the crowds.

Nokomis Beach �

A classic "Old Florida" feel just north of Venice, beloved 

for its sunset drum circles 4 a beloved local tradition 

drawing residents together for music and community. 

Easy access to waterfront dining and the Intracoastal 

Waterway.

Siesta Key & Beyond f

Just a short drive north, Siesta Key consistently ranks 

among the best beaches in the U.S. Nearby options also 

include Lido Key, Longboat Key, Anna Maria Island, 

Englewood Beach, and Manasota Key 4 something for 

every mood.
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Weather: Escaping Winter the Right Way

Mild Winters and Endless Sunshine

Florida's Gulf Coast climate is one of the area's 

greatest assets. Winter temperatures in Venice are 

typically warm and comfortable, often ranging from 

the upper 60s to upper 70s during the day. The Gulf 

Coast also tends to experience lower humidity during 

winter months, making the weather especially 

pleasant from November through April.

For many seasonal residents, the mental and physical 

benefits of consistent sunshine and outdoor activity 

become one of the biggest reasons they continue 

returning year after year.

A Lifestyle Built Around the Outdoors

In Venice, winter is not something to endure 4 it is 

the prime season. Neighborhood pools remain active. 

Restaurants expand outdoor seating. Golf courses 

stay busy. Waterfront parks and beaches become 

gathering places. Morning coffee on a lanai. Sunset 

walks. Bike rides through palm-lined neighborhoods. 

Lunch outdoors in January. The weather changes how 

people live.

Winter Activities in Venice

Outdoor Dining & Patio Evenings

Golf, Tennis & Pickleball

Beach Walks & Shark Tooth 
Hunting

Boating & Waterfront Fishing

Farmers Markets & Community 
Events
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Healthcare and Peace of Mind for Seasonal 
Residents
Healthcare access has become one of the most important considerations for retirees and seasonal homeowners alike. Venice 

has evolved significantly in this area, offering residents access to outstanding medical care close to home.

Sarasota Memorial Hospital Venice

The expansion of Sarasota Memorial Health Care System 

into Venice has become a major asset for the region, 

bringing advanced healthcare services directly to South 

Sarasota County. For seasonal residents, this provides critical 

peace of mind.

Emergency & 
Cardiology

Surgical Services

Orthopedics Cancer Services

Regional Healthcare Network

Beyond Venice itself, the broader Sarasota region offers an 

impressive healthcare ecosystem. Many seasonal residents 

appreciate maintaining continuity of care between northern 

providers and Florida-based specialists during winter 

months.

Specialized physicians and rehabilitation centers

Urgent care facilities throughout the county

Senior-focused medical services

Concierge medicine options

Comprehensive wellness programs

The growth of healthcare infrastructure in Sarasota 

County is one of the key reasons buyers feel 

increasingly confident purchasing second homes in 

the area.
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Tax Advantages and Financial Benefits of 
Florida Residency
For many buyers relocating seasonally from northern states, Florida's financial advantages are highly attractive 4 and for good 

reason.

No State Income Tax
Florida remains one of the few 

states with no state income tax. For 

retirees and seasonal residents 

from high-tax northeastern and 

midwestern states, this can create 

meaningful annual savings on 

retirement, pension, Social Security, 

and investment income.

Homestead Exemption
Buyers who transition to full-time 

Florida residency may benefit from 

homestead exemption protections, 

including property tax savings, caps 

on annual assessed value increases, 

and certain creditor protections.

Lifestyle Value
Compared to high-demand coastal 

markets in the Northeast, Venice 

often provides exceptional value. 

Buyers are frequently surprised by 

how much home, amenities, and 

outdoor lifestyle they can enjoy 

relative to maintaining properties in 

northern metro areas.

Every buyer's situation is unique. Consult with a qualified tax professional regarding your specific financial 

circumstances before making residency or estate planning decisions.
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Sarasota and Tampa: Big-City Amenities 
Within Reach
One of Venice's greatest strengths is its location. While Venice offers a relaxed coastal 
atmosphere, residents remain close to some of Florida's best dining, arts, entertainment, 
sports, and travel infrastructure.

Sarasota 4 Culture & 
Sophistication
Just 30340 minutes north, 

Sarasota is one of Florida's 

premier cultural 

destinations. Residents 

enjoy the Ringling Museum, 

St. Armands Circle, opera, 

ballet, fine dining, live 

theater, and upscale 

waterfront shopping. For 

snowbirds wanting culture 

without urban density, it's a 

perfect balance.

Tampa 4 Sports, 
Airports & City 
Energy
About 90 minutes north, 

Tampa expands lifestyle 

possibilities with 

professional sports teams, 

major concerts, cruise port 

access, diverse dining, and 

Tampa International Airport. 

Close enough for a day trip 

4 far enough to keep 

Venice's quiet charm intact.

Convenient Air Travel
Seasonal travel is seamless 

with access to Sarasota-

Bradenton International, 

Punta Gorda Airport, Tampa 
International, and 

Southwest Florida 

International in Fort Myers. 

Direct flights to major 

northern cities make the 

snowbird commute 

remarkably easy.
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Recreation and Outdoor Living
Life in Venice naturally revolves around outdoor recreation. For seasonal residents, the ability 
to stay active and engaged throughout the winter months becomes one of the area's most 
compelling lifestyle advantages.

Golf
The Venice area offers private country clubs, 
semi-private courses, and resort-style golf 
communities complete with clubhouses, 
dining, fitness centers, and organized social 
events.

Boating & Waterfront
Venice's Gulf and Intracoastal Waterway 
access supports fishing, kayaking, 
paddleboarding, sunset cruises, marina 
access, and deep-sea charters. Canal homes 
and bayfront residences are widely available.

Pickleball & Tennis
Venice is at the forefront of Florida's pickleball 
boom. Many communities feature dedicated 
courts, fitness classes, social clubs, walking 
trails, and community pools where close 
friendships naturally form.

Markets & Local Events
Venice's downtown farmers market is a 
weekend staple during season. Art festivals, 
seafood events, live music, holiday parades, 
and outdoor concerts create the rich sense of 
community snowbirds are seeking.
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