Homeownership is a big part of the American dream. For most
people, buying a home is the single largest investment they’ll ever
make—and it can feel both exciting and overwhelming.

That’s why I created this guide. My goal is to take the mystery out of
the home buying process and walk you through it step by step.
Within the next few pages you’ll find clear explanations, practical
tips and helpful checklists designed specifically for first-time buyers.

Whether you’re just starting to explore the idea of homeownership
or you’re ready to begin looking at homes today, this brochure will
give you the tools and confidence to move forward.

By the end, you’ll not only understand the process
you’ll also see how I, as a realtor, can help guide
you every step of the way, from the pre-approval
to the closing table.
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Step One: Get Pre-Approved for a Loan
Getting pre-approved is a crucial first step in the home
buying journey. It shows lenders your creditworthiness and
helps you understand exactly how much home you can
afford. Think of it as your financial green light—it not only gives you
confidence but also makes you a stronger buyer in the eyes of sellers.

Why It Matters: What You’ll Need:
Know Your Budget - Pre- Recent pay stubs and W-2s
approval sets a realistic price Bank statements
range before you start house Tax returns (usually last 2 years)
hunting. A list of debts and monthly
Stronger Offers — Sellers

. payments
take your offer more seriously
when they know a lender has
already reviewed your I’ll match you with a
finances. reputable, easy to work
Smoother Process - By with mortgage specialist

gathering paperwork and h I .
verifying information early, whose sole purpose is to

you’ll avoid delays later on. get you approved.

Pro Tip: Don’t confuse pre-approval with pre-qualification.
A pre-qualification is just an estimate, while a pre-approval is a
verified commitment from a lender.

“But what if my credit score isn’t so good?”

Don’t worry—you’re not alone. Many first-time buyers start
the process with less-than-perfect credit. The good news is
that credit repair is possible, and there are professionals who
specialize in helping people improve their scores. Sometimes
it’s as simple as paying down a few debts, correcting errors
on your report, or making consistent on-time payments for a
few months.

| can connect you with trusted local lenders and credit repair
specialists who can review your situation and give you a

clear plan to get mortgage-ready. Even if you’re not ready to
buy today, we can work together to set you on the right path.




Understanding Mortgages
Mortgages can feel overwhelming at first, but understanding the
basics gives you confidence—and having the right guide makes
the process much easier. That’s where I come in. I help my
clients understand their options so they can make informed
decisions and focus on finding the home that’s right for them.

The Main Types of Mortgages:

Conventional Loans — Most common, often requiring a 5-20%
down payment.

FHA Loans - Great for first-time buyers, with down payments as
low as 3.5%.

VA Loans - For eligible veterans and active-duty service members,
usually requiring no down payment.

USDA Loans - For rural areas, sometimes offering zero-down
tinancing if you quality.

Fixed vs. Variable (Adjustable) Rates:

Fixed-Rate Mortgages — Your interest rate stays the same for the
life of the loan. Monthly payments are predictable, which makes
budgeting easier.

Variable or Adjustable-Rate Mortgages (ARMs) — Rates can
change over time, often starting lower than fixed rates. This option
can save money if you plan to move or refinance before the rate
adjusts, but it carries more risk.




Finding Your Home & Making an Offer
Once you know your budget and understand your
mortgage options, it’s time to start looking for the right
home. This step is about matching your needs, lifestyle,
and goals with what’s available in the market.
Tips for a Successful Home Search:
Prioritize Your Needs vs. Wants — Make a list of must-haves
(bedrooms, location, school district) versus nice-to-haves (pool,
utility buildings, style).
Research Neighborhoods - Check amenities, commute times and
future development plans.
Stay Flexible - The perfect home might not check every box, so be
ready to make trade-offs.

Making an Offer:

Once you find a home you love, I’ll guide you through making a
strong, competitive offer.

We’ll consider the seller’s situation, current market trends and your
financing to ensure your offer stands out.

I’ll handle the negotiations and help you understand every term so
you feel confident every step of the way.




Home Inspections & Appraisals

Once your offer is accepted, the next step is to make
sure your future home is in great shape and valued
correctly. This step protects your investment and gives
you peace of mind before you finalize the purchase.

Home Inspections:

A professional inspector examines the property’s structure,
systems and major components (roof, plumbing, electrical,
HVAC, foundation, etc.).

The inspection report identifies any issues or repairs that may
need attention.

I'll help you review the report and advise on which issues are
negotiable with the seller, so you can make informed
decisions.

Appraisals:

Lenders require an appraisal to ensure the home’s value
matches the loan amount.

If the appraisal comes in lower than expected, I can guide you
through your options, including renegotiating or adjusting
your financing plan.

How I Help:

From scheduling inspections to reviewing reports and negotiating repairs, I handle
the details so you don’t have to worry. My goal is to make this step smooth and
stress-free while keeping your best interests front and center.




What Happens at Closing

Closing is the final step in buying your home—the
moment when the keys officially become yours. It can
seem overwhelming, but understanding the process
ahead of time makes it straightforward.

Here’s What Typically Happens at Closing:

Final Walkthrough - You’'ll visit the home one last time to make
sure it’s in the agreed-upon condition.

Sign Documents - You'll sign loan documents, the deed and
other legal paperwork. Don’t worry—TI’ll be there to explain what
each document means.

Pay Closing Costs and Down Payment - Your lender will
provide a detailed statement showing exactly what you owe.
Transfer of Ownership - Funds are distributed, the deed is
recorded and the home officially becomes yours.

Receive the Keys - Congratulations! You can now move in and
start enjoying your new home.

How I Help:

I guide you through every step, answer your questions and make sure nothing
is missed. My goal is to make closing smooth, stress-free and even exciting—
because this is the day you become a homeowner.

Pro Tip: Bring a government-issued ID, any final checks or forms your
lender requests and a list of questions you might have. Having everything
organized ahead of time makes the day go faster and smoother.



JIMLONG

——REALESTATE——

229-896-5002

www.JimLongRealEstate.com

A Personal Message from Me
Buying your first home is a

big milestone and I know it

can feel overwhelming at

times. My role is to make this
process as smooth, clear and
stress-free as possible. From
helping you get pre-approved,
to explaining mortgage

options, guiding you through your home search and supporting
you at every inspection and negotiation, I'm here to be your trusted
guide every step of the way.

You can expect me to:

« Explain each step in plain, easy-to-understand language

» Answer your questions honestly and promptly

o Advocate for your best interests at every stage

« Help you feel confident and prepared to make the best decisions

My goal is not just to help you buy a house—it’s to help you start
your new chapter with confidence, excitement and peace of mind.
When you’re ready to begin, I'll be ready to guide you, every step
of the way.

Ready to Take the Next Step?

Whether you're just starting to explore homeownership or you're
ready to find your dream home, I'm here to help. Give me a call, send
a message, or set up a time to meet—I’ll guide you every step of the
way and make sure you feel confident and informed from start to
tinish. Call me... 229-896-5002
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